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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

L opposition universelle. Essai d'une theorie des contraires. Par G. 

Tarde. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1897. — pp. 445. 

The author has here presented an exhaustive study of the subject of 
opposition. His general view of life reminds one of Emerson' s philosophy 
of 'compensation.' The world is to both a sphere of balanced forces 
and nicely adjusted mechanisms. There is everywhere the perpetual 
ebb and flow, night and day, heat and cold, inspiration and respiration, 
systole and diastole, convex and concave, good and evil. According to M. 
Tarde the idea of opposition contains as one of its essentials the character- 
istic of neutralization or equilibration, such as the relation of acid to alkali, 
poison to antidote. Such a relation in logic would be called a contrary 
rather than a contradictory opposition. The contradictories, M. Tarde in- 
sists, are not truly opposed, as obscurity and light, silence and sound, the 
void and the full ; for the one is simply the absolute negation of the other, 
without implying a positive force operating in an opposite direction. Nega- 
tion, in other words, is not opposition. The idea of opposition must, there- 
fore, be more precisely determined, and to this end the author gives the fol- 
lowing definition : "When two variable terms are such that one is not able 
to be conceived as becoming the other, except upon the condition of passing 
through a series of variations ending in a zero state, and thence passing 
through a corresponding grade of variations in the opposite direction, the 
two terms thus related are opposed." 

A criticism of the definition thus given by the author seems to me 
to be in point, namely, that there are terms truly opposed which do 
not have a zero state between them. This may be rudely illustrated in the 
phenomena which are expressed by the so-called ' law of error, ' or ' curve 
probability, ' where opposition is indicated by variations from the normal in 
opposite directions, quite as well as by variations from the zero state, such 
as variations from a normal height, above and below, or in vital statistics 
variations more or less from the average, the normal death rate. M. Tarde 
in one of his illustrations acknowledges that the zero is not always a real 
zero state, as in the variations of plant or animal life from a definite type, 
the type being regarded as the zero state. Passing through a veritable zero 
state is not, therefore, essential to the idea of opposition. 

M. Tarde gives a classification of the various kinds of opposition to 
which, in his exposition and illustration, he adheres very consistently through- 
out this work. He distinguishes between opposition based upon form, and 
opposition based upon matter. As regards the form, he divides opposition 
into radial and linear ; the radial again into centrifugal and centripetal, the 
former, as in the rays of sound-waves, proceeding from a centre, and the 
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latter, as in the gravitation of molecules of matter, towards a centre. Linear 
opposition is always polar, as in magnetism and kindred phenomena. Ac- 
cording to matter, opposition may be regarded as qualitative or serial, and 
as quantitative. By a qualitative opposition, the author would indicate a 
reversion of the order of a given series, as a theme or phrase of music 
played in the reverse order of notes, or geological strata conceived as de- 
posited in a reverse order. In such opposition it is difficult to conceive 
how the one series passes through a veritable zero point in passing to the 
same series experienced in a reverse order. Quantitative opposition divides 
again into opposition of degree, more or less, and opposition of force* 
either mechanical or logical, that is, where either physical or psychological 
forces are so related as to neutralize each other. The author discusses the 
various kinds of opposition as illustrated in the spheres of mathematics 
and mechanics, in the oppositions of biology, and especially in psycho- 
logical and social life. It is in the latter, psychological and social opposi- 
tion, that M. Tarde is most interested and most interesting. He finds that 
the main phenomena of psychology may be regarded as manifesting 
affirmation and denial, on the one hand, and attraction and repulsion of 
desires, on the other. In the sphere of cognition every perception implies 
a judgment which in turn is an affirmation, and every affirmation becomes 
definite only as there is a corresponding denial ; so also in the sphere of 
feeling there is continually the opposition to be noted between desire and 
repulsion, its natural complement. In the social life we find the correspond- 
ing ideas of truth and value forming the incentives to activity and the ground 
of relations between man and man, the true with its affirmations and de- 
nials, the idea of value with its accompanying desires and repulsions, giving 
use to the complicated net-work of interests and motives underlying the 
restless struggle for existence. In war there is found preeminently both 
physical and social opposition in clash of beliefs and of desires. There is, 
however, an evolution of justice and morality which becomes a force in 
society to offset the strength of the martial spirit, and to check the unneces- 
sary prevalence of war and other forms of social opposition. And in 
general, the author insists that adaptation is a factor which we must take 
into account as well as opposition. Sympathy and cooperation in the 
life of society insure a progress which, under the sway of a universal oppo- 
sition, would fail of realization. M. Tarde very staunchly insists upon the 
recognition of sympathetic cooperative forces amidst the warfare of interests 
and the rivalry of competition. The optimistic view of society — its possi- 
bles and the hope of their realization — constitutes the chief merit and charm 
of this valuable treatise. The author's point of view is a most pleasing 
one, as he lays special stress upon the practical bearings of the speculative 
problems which he discusses, in the light of progress and the constructive 
forces in society. 

John Grier Hibben. 
Princeton University. 



